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DURHAM, NH – The New Hampshire Legislature receives mixed reviews of how it has done its job.  Legislative leaders Bill 
O’Brien and Peter Bragdon are mostly unknown in the state. Likely voters are also split on which party they will support in the 
State House and Senate elections this November. 
 
These findings are based on the latest WMUR Granite State Poll,∗ conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey 
Center.  Five hundred thirty-eight (538) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by landline and cellular 
telephone between April 9 and April 20, 2012.  The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.2 percent.  Included is a 
subsample of 486 likely general election voters (margin of sampling error +/- 4.4%). 
 
Approval of NH Legislature 
 
Republicans gained large majorities in the New Hampshire House of Representatives and Senate after the 2010 election and 
after dealing with difficult budget issues in 2011, have turned to even more controversial issues in 2012.  The state is split in 
how good of a job the Legislature is doing - 40% approve , 42% disapprove, and 18% are neutral or don’t know enough to say. 
There is a significant partisan gap with 56% of Republicans approving of the job the legislature has done while only 28% of 







                                                           
∗ We ask that this copyrighted information be referred to as the Granite State Poll, sponsored by WMUR-TV, and conducted by the University of New 
Hampshire Survey Center. 


























Approve Neutral / DK Disapprove
All NH Adults, Feb. '12 All NH Adults, Apr. '12 Democrats Independents Republicans
Favorability Ratings of Legislative Leaders 
 
The leaders of the two Chambers of the New Hampshire legislature are largely unknown to New Hampshire adults, and 
perceptions of them are based strongly on partisanship.  Only 15% of New Hampshire adults have a favorable opinion of House 
Speaker Bill O’Brien, 27% have an unfavorable opinion of him, 4% are neutral and 54% don’t know enough about him to say.  





Senate President Peter Bragdon is even less well known than Speaker O’Brien. Only 8% of New Hampshire adults have a 
favorable opinion of Bragdon, 14% have an unfavorable opinion of him, 7% are neutral, and 71% don’t know enough about him 
to say.  Bragdon’s net favorability rating is -6%, down from +2% in February; only -16% among Democrats, +/-0% among 


































Favorable Neutral / DK Unfavorable
All NH Adults, Feb. '12 All NH Adults, Apr. '12 Democrats Independents Republicans


























Favorable Neutral / DK Unfavorable
All NH Adults Feb. '12 All NH Adults Apr. '12 Democrats Independents Republicans
New Hampshire House of Representatives 
 
Likely 2012 New Hampshire voters were asked which party’s candidate they planned on supporting in the upcoming election 
for state representatives. Voters are currently divided on which party to support, with 34% supporting Republican candidates, 
37% Democratic candidates, 8% supporting another party or a mix of Republicans and Democrats, and 21% undecided. 
 
Based on an evaluation of past “generic ballot” polling in New Hampshire and actual election results, these results would 
translate into 212 seats for Republicans and 188 seats for Democrats.  But this estimate, and the estimate for Senate seats, is 
highly dependent on actual turnout in November. 
 
 
New Hampshire State Senate 
 
Likely 2012 New Hampshire voters are also evenly divided on which party to support for the State Senate, with 37% supporting 
Republican candidates, 37% Democratic candidates, 4% other, and 22% undecided.  Based on an evaluation of past “generic 
ballot” polling in New Hampshire and actual election results, these results would translate into 14 seats for Republicans and 10 
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Republican Democrat Other Undecided
Granite State Poll Methodology 
These findings are based on the latest WMUR Granite State Poll, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey 
Center.  Five hundred thirty-eight (538) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by landline and cellular 
telephone between April 9 and April 20, 2012.  The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.2 percent.  Included is a 
subsample of 486 likely general election voters (margin of sampling error +/- 4.4%). 
 
The data have been weighted to adjust for numbers of adults and telephone lines within households, respondent sex, and region 
of the state.  In addition to potential sampling error, all surveys have other potential sources of non-sampling error including 
question order effects, question wording effects, and non-response. Due to rounding, percentages may sum to just above or 
below 100%. Respondent numbers in each demographic may not equal the total respondent number due to respondents 





“And generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way the New Hampshire legislature is handling its job?” 
 
 Approve Neutral/DK Disapprove (N=) 
Apr. ‘12 40% 18% 42% (533) 
Feb. ‘12 42% 20% 38% (522) 
 
 
Favorability Ratings – Bill O’Brien  
 
“Next, I'd like to get your overall opinion of some people in the news.  As I read each name, please say if you have a favorable 
or unfavorable opinion of this person - or if you have never heard of him or her.  Speaker of the House Bill O’Brien.” 
 
 Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don’t Know NET (N=) 
Apr. ‘12 15% 4% 27% 54% -12% (533) 
Feb. ‘12 16% 9% 25% 50% -9% (526) 
 
 
Favorability Ratings – Peter Bragdon  
 
“Senate President Peter Bragdon.” 
 
 Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don’t Know NET (N=) 
Apr. ‘12 8% 7% 14% 71% -6% (532) 




State House Generic Ballot 
 
"Please think about the November election for your representative to the New Hampshire House of Representatives.  Do you 
plan to vote for the Republican or Democratic or candidate for the New Hampshire House of Representatives ... or do you plan 
to skip the election for New Hampshire House of Representatives this time?" [ROTATE PARTIES] 
 









State Senate Generic Ballot 
 
"Please think about the November election for your representative to the New Hampshire Senate.  Do you plan to vote for the 
Republican or Democratic candidate for the New Hampshire Senate ... or do you plan to skip the election for New Hampshire 
Senate this time?" [ROTATE PARTIES] 
 









A historical analysis was done looking at the results of the “generic ballot” question and the actual number of seats won by 
Republicans in the New Hampshire House and Senate in the 2000 through 2010 elections was presented at the annual meeting 
of the American Association for Public Opinion Research Annual (AAPOR), and is available from the UNH Survey Center. 
 
The model developed in this paper used for estimating House seats from the generic ballot question is: 
HOUSE SEATS = -245.842 + (2.383 * 2-party GOP estimate) 
 
In this Granite State Poll, the two party estimate of House seats for Republicans is 47.9% of 400 seats, or 192 (34% GOP / (34% 
GOP + 37% DEM = 47.9%) is calculated and inserted into the formula above.  This results in an estimate of 212 Republican 
House seats and 188 Democratic House seats. 
 
The model developed for estimating Senate seats from the generic ballot question is: 
SENATE SEATS = -40.0 + (4.5 * 2-party GOP estimate) 
 
In this Granite State Poll, the two party estimate of Senate seats for Republicans is 50% of 24 seats, or 12 (37% GOP / (37% 
GOP + 37% DEM = 50.0%) is calculated and inserted into the formula above.  This results in an estimate of 14 Republican 





 Approve Neutral Disapprove (N=) 
STATEWIDE 40% 18% 42% 533 
 
Registered Democrat 20% 13% 67% 139 
Registered Undeclared 46% 17% 37% 218 
Registered Republican 50% 21% 29% 119 
 
Democrat 28% 14% 58% 228 
Independent 41% 22% 38% 101 
Republican 56% 17% 27% 190 
 
Liberal 23% 14% 63% 122 
Moderate 44% 15% 41% 192 
Conservative 52% 19% 30% 180 
 
Support Tea Party 60% 16% 25% 135 
Neutral 49% 21% 31% 148 
Oppose Tea Party 21% 13% 66% 210 
 
Union household 37% 9% 53% 62 
Non union 41% 18% 41% 465 
 
Read Union Leader 45% 14% 41% 152 
Read Boston Globe 34% 11% 55% 84 
Watch WMUR 43% 15% 42% 347 
Listen to NHPR 29% 14% 57% 199 
 
10 yrs or less in NH 49% 20% 31% 66 
11 to 20 years 45% 16% 40% 102 
More than 20 years 38% 17% 45% 353 
 
18 to 34 55% 13% 32% 59 
35 to 49 45% 18% 37% 117 
50 to 64 33% 18% 48% 187 
65 and over 41% 16% 43% 153 
 
Male 47% 16% 37% 265 
Female 34% 19% 48% 268 
 
High school or less 41% 25% 34% 114 
Some college 53% 14% 32% 114 
College graduate 40% 17% 43% 184 
Post graduate 28% 13% 58% 115 
 
Less than $30K 44% 25% 31% 59 
$30K to $60K 35% 12% 53% 92 
$60K to $75K 66% 6% 27% 26 
$75K to $100K 36% 16% 48% 45 
$100K or more 41% 14% 45% 101 
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 36% 17% 47% 148 
1 2 times a month 44% 20% 36% 49 
Less often 43% 18% 39% 144 
Never 41% 17% 42% 170 
 
North Country 42% 10% 49% 43 
Central / Lakes 33% 14% 53% 87 
Connecticut Valley 37% 17% 46% 83 
Mass Border 45% 19% 36% 135 
Seacoast 43% 19% 38% 95 
Manchester Area 39% 21% 39% 91 
 
First Cong. Dist 44% 18% 39% 252 
Second Cong. Dist 37% 17% 46% 273 
 
Cell phone 38% 22% 40% 116 
Landline 41% 16% 43% 414 
 Favorability Rating – Bill O’Brien 
 
 Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't Know (N=) 
STATEWIDE 15% 4% 27% 54% 533 
 
Registered Democrat 3% 1% 50% 46% 137 
Registered Undeclared 15% 6% 25% 53% 219 
Registered Republican 28% 4% 14% 55% 120 
 
Democrat 7% 2% 40% 51% 226 
Independent 18% 6% 19% 57% 101 
Republican 24% 6% 16% 55% 191 
 
Liberal 3% 1% 50% 46% 121 
Moderate 14% 6% 27% 53% 192 
Conservative 26% 5% 14% 55% 181 
 
Support Tea Party 30% 6% 11% 54% 136 
Neutral 20% 3% 16% 61% 148 
Oppose Tea Party 3% 5% 50% 42% 209 
 
Union household 20% 2% 48% 30% 61 
Non union 14% 4% 25% 57% 465 
 
Read Union Leader 19% 6% 29% 46% 152 
Read Boston Globe 16% 3% 52% 29% 84 
Watch WMUR 16% 4% 29% 51% 347 
Listen to NHPR 10% 5% 43% 41% 199 
 
10 yrs or less in NH 29% 8% 13% 51% 65 
11 to 20 years 10% 4% 26% 60% 103 
More than 20 years 14% 3% 31% 52% 353 
 
18 to 34 18% 3% 7% 72% 59 
35 to 49 15% 6% 26% 53% 116 
50 to 64 11% 5% 31% 53% 187 
65 and over 19% 2% 31% 47% 154 
 
Male 17% 5% 28% 50% 266 
Female 13% 3% 26% 57% 267 
 
High school or less 16% 3% 13% 68% 114 
Some college 20% 3% 15% 63% 115 
College graduate 13% 6% 33% 48% 184 
Post graduate 11% 3% 45% 40% 114 
 
Less than $30K 19% 1% 18% 61% 59 
$30K to $60K 15% 9% 32% 44% 91 
$60K to $75K 9% 4% 30% 57% 26 
$75K to $100K 20% 2% 36% 42% 46 
$100K or more 16% 6% 33% 44% 100 
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 18% 5% 27% 50% 147 
1 2 times a month 24% 5% 23% 49% 49 
Less often 13% 5% 26% 56% 145 
Never 13% 2% 30% 56% 169 
 
North Country 9% 0% 27% 63% 43 
Central / Lakes 13% 5% 39% 43% 87 
Connecticut Valley 15% 7% 31% 47% 83 
Mass Border 22% 2% 22% 54% 136 
Seacoast 10% 4% 23% 62% 94 
Manchester Area 13% 6% 25% 56% 89 
 
First Cong. Dist 10% 5% 24% 61% 252 
Second Cong. Dist 19% 3% 30% 47% 273 
 
Cell phone 10% 5% 24% 62% 114 
Landline 16% 4% 28% 51% 415 
Favorability Rating – Peter Bragdon 
 
 Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't Know (N=) 
STATEWIDE 8% 7% 14% 71% 532 
 
Registered Democrat 5% 6% 25% 64% 137 
Registered Undeclared 9% 9% 14% 67% 220 
Registered Republican 11% 6% 5% 78% 119 
 
Democrat 6% 9% 22% 63% 226 
Independent 11% 6% 11% 72% 103 
Republican 9% 6% 7% 79% 190 
 
Liberal 5% 10% 21% 64% 121 
Moderate 9% 7% 16% 67% 191 
Conservative 9% 7% 8% 76% 182 
 
Support Tea Party 12% 5% 6% 77% 135 
Neutral 8% 7% 10% 75% 148 
Oppose Tea Party 6% 11% 25% 58% 209 
 
Union household 14% 9% 16% 60% 61 
Non union 7% 7% 14% 72% 465 
 
Read Union Leader 11% 14% 15% 59% 152 
Read Boston Globe 9% 12% 22% 57% 84 
Watch WMUR 6% 7% 16% 71% 347 
Listen to NHPR 8% 11% 22% 59% 200 
 
10 yrs or less in NH 6% 7% 13% 73% 65 
11 to 20 years 10% 9% 16% 66% 103 
More than 20 years 8% 7% 15% 71% 352 
 
18 to 34 2% 13% 6% 79% 59 
35 to 49 10% 5% 15% 71% 117 
50 to 64 7% 5% 17% 72% 186 
65 and over 10% 10% 15% 65% 154 
 
Male 8% 10% 16% 66% 266 
Female 7% 5% 13% 75% 266 
 
High school or less 7% 6% 8% 79% 115 
Some college 7% 3% 3% 86% 115 
College graduate 10% 6% 17% 67% 183 
Post graduate 5% 14% 29% 52% 113 
 
Less than $30K 8% 0% 11% 82% 59 
$30K to $60K 7% 9% 13% 71% 91 
$60K to $75K 12% 0% 22% 66% 26 
$75K to $100K 7% 6% 14% 73% 46 
$100K or more 8% 12% 21% 58% 100 
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 7% 8% 15% 70% 148 
1 2 times a month 7% 15% 29% 49% 48 
Less often 7% 9% 11% 72% 145 
Never 9% 2% 13% 76% 169 
 
North Country 5% 6% 16% 72% 43 
Central / Lakes 9% 8% 10% 73% 87 
Connecticut Valley 5% 8% 17% 70% 83 
Mass Border 11% 4% 18% 68% 136 
Seacoast 8% 6% 12% 74% 94 
Manchester Area 5% 14% 12% 69% 90 
 
First Cong. Dist 6% 5% 13% 76% 252 
Second Cong. Dist 8% 9% 16% 67% 272 
 
Cell phone 8% 7% 14% 71% 114 
Landline 8% 7% 15% 70% 415 
Plan on Voting for Republican or Democrat for State House of Representatives 
(2012 Likely General Election Voters) 
 
    Some Rep/ Don't 
 Republican Democrat Other Some Dem Know (N=) 
STATEWIDE 34% 37% 3% 5% 21% 462 
 
Registered Democrat 2% 89% 0% 5% 4% 132 
Registered Undeclared 31% 22% 4% 6% 37% 197 
Registered Republican 78% 3% 1% 4% 14% 111 
 
Democrat 4% 77% 2% 4% 12% 207 
Independent 28% 8% 2% 13% 49% 74 
Republican 74% 1% 4% 4% 18% 175 
 
Liberal 7% 81% 0% 1% 10% 105 
Moderate 24% 38% 5% 9% 23% 177 
Conservative 65% 7% 2% 4% 23% 157 
 
Support Tea Party 70% 5% 2% 2% 22% 123 
Neutral 30% 33% 3% 6% 28% 118 
Oppose Tea Party 12% 61% 3% 8% 16% 196 
 
Union household 23% 47% 0% 6% 25% 54 
Non union 36% 35% 3% 5% 21% 402 
 
Read Union Leader 35% 32% 2% 8% 22% 137 
Read Boston Globe 31% 48% 5% 4% 13% 81 
Watch WMUR 33% 38% 3% 5% 21% 301 
Listen to NHPR 19% 53% 3% 6% 19% 181 
 
10 yrs or less in NH 39% 39% 2% 3% 16% 54 
11 to 20 years 36% 33% 4% 4% 22% 87 
More than 20 years 33% 37% 3% 6% 21% 313 
 
18 to 34 42% 41% 0% 0% 17% 39 
35 to 49 35% 36% 3% 7% 18% 101 
50 to 64 33% 37% 2% 8% 20% 164 
65 and over 32% 38% 2% 3% 25% 143 
 
Male 39% 33% 3% 6% 19% 225 
Female 29% 41% 3% 5% 22% 236 
 
High school or less 33% 33% 1% 8% 25% 83 
Some college 37% 30% 4% 4% 25% 97 
College graduate 37% 37% 3% 5% 17% 166 
Post graduate 28% 45% 2% 5% 20% 111 
 
Less than $30K 29% 37% 4% 6% 24% 45 
$30K to $60K 37% 37% 5% 4% 16% 79 
$60K to $75K 47% 39% 0% 0% 14% 25 
$75K to $100K 30% 38% 3% 10% 19% 39 
$100K or more 34% 41% 2% 5% 18% 91 
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 45% 28% 1% 5% 20% 133 
1 2 times a month 37% 37% 4% 2% 20% 45 
Less often 34% 38% 3% 4% 21% 127 
Never 24% 43% 3% 9% 20% 139 
 
North Country 31% 39% 5% 5% 19% 40 
Central / Lakes 32% 32% 3% 6% 26% 78 
Connecticut Valley 34% 41% 1% 4% 20% 69 
Mass Border 44% 30% 3% 4% 19% 124 
Seacoast 30% 36% 0% 9% 25% 73 
Manchester Area 27% 48% 5% 5% 16% 78 
 
First Cong. Dist 34% 38% 2% 5% 21% 213 
Second Cong. Dist 33% 37% 3% 5% 21% 242 
 
Cell phone 37% 39% 0% 5% 19% 92 
Landline 33% 36% 3% 6% 22% 367 
Plan on Voting for Republican or Democrat for State Senate 
(2012 Likely General Election Voters) 
 
 
 Republican Democrat Other Don't Know (N=) 
STATEWIDE 37% 37% 4% 22% 469 
 
Registered Democrat 2% 89% 2% 7% 135 
Registered Undeclared 33% 23% 7% 37% 199 
Registered Republican 84% 3% 1% 12% 113 
 
Democrat 4% 78% 3% 15% 211 
Independent 27% 10% 11% 53% 73 
Republican 81% 0% 3% 15% 178 
 
Liberal 7% 81% 0% 11% 105 
Moderate 26% 39% 8% 27% 177 
Conservative 71% 5% 3% 21% 161 
 
Support Tea Party 74% 6% 2% 18% 125 
Neutral 35% 31% 5% 29% 118 
Oppose Tea Party 12% 62% 6% 20% 200 
 
Union household 20% 53% 2% 25% 56 
Non union 39% 35% 5% 22% 408 
 
Read Union Leader 37% 32% 5% 26% 138 
Read Boston Globe 30% 48% 4% 19% 81 
Watch WMUR 36% 37% 4% 23% 303 
Listen to NHPR 19% 55% 4% 22% 183 
 
10 yrs or less in NH 47% 38% 4% 12% 54 
11 to 20 years 43% 33% 3% 21% 87 
More than 20 years 33% 38% 5% 24% 320 
 
18 to 34 47% 37% 0% 16% 41 
35 to 49 40% 37% 5% 18% 108 
50 to 64 34% 38% 5% 23% 164 
65 and over 34% 38% 4% 25% 142 
 
Male 43% 32% 4% 21% 228 
Female 31% 42% 5% 23% 241 
 
High school or less 32% 33% 4% 31% 88 
Some college 42% 30% 8% 20% 98 
College graduate 40% 40% 3% 18% 168 
Post graduate 30% 43% 4% 23% 110 
 
Less than $30K 33% 35% 4% 28% 46 
$30K to $60K 39% 38% 8% 15% 81 
$60K to $75K 50% 39% 0% 11% 25 
$75K to $100K 35% 41% 3% 21% 39 
$100K or more 38% 43% 1% 18% 92 
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 50% 28% 4% 19% 136 
1 2 times a month 43% 34% 6% 17% 47 
Less often 35% 37% 3% 26% 125 
Never 25% 47% 6% 22% 143 
 
North Country 32% 35% 9% 24% 40 
Central / Lakes 32% 37% 5% 26% 81 
Connecticut Valley 44% 38% 2% 17% 70 
Mass Border 45% 33% 2% 20% 124 
Seacoast 34% 33% 6% 27% 73 
Manchester Area 29% 48% 5% 18% 80 
 
First Cong. Dist 36% 38% 6% 21% 216 
Second Cong. Dist 37% 38% 3% 22% 247 
 
Cell phone 35% 42% 2% 20% 95 
Landline 37% 36% 5% 22% 371 
 
